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Da. I can have no objection to a man I never saw, or heard of; but I think we should have a liberty to refuse, sir, when we coine to discourse of such a thing with the person ; and that is all I ask, and that we may not disoblige you, if we use that liberty; and without that liberty, I desire you will be pleased never to make any proposal at all to me, and if ever I make one myself, I will be content to be denied.
Fa. You are very positive.
Da. It seems to be so reasonable, sir, that I cannot think any children can ask less, or any father think it is too hard; it is the children that are to feel the consequences of the mistake, if there be any.
Fa. Well, that's true ; come then, if you will talk with this gentleman, you shall have your liberty to take him or to leave him ; have you any objection to make beforehand ? If you have, let me know it; that will prevent all occasions of disgust.
Da. Will you please to hear me with patience, sir? Fa. Yes, I will, if I can.
Da. You have heard so much said by me, sir, in my sister's behalf, that you must necessarily believe I am of the same opinion; that is to say, that I would not marry a man that made no profession of religion, upon any account whatsoever, were his estate, his person, his sobriety, his qualifications, ever so inviting. I need not give reasons for this, sir ; what I have said, what my sister and my aunts have said on that account, is enough; but it is my misfortune, sir, to have another scruple beyond all this, and which the case of my sister gave no occasion to mention.
Fa. Very well; then you intend to be more troublesome than your sister, I find.
Da. I hope not, sir, because I give my scruples in beforehand; and if anything offers to you abroad,